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April is Lay Appreciation Month
Each October I encourage all of our churches to honor their pastor(s) during
that month and rightfully so. They work hard all year to serve the churches
across this great district. However, for a church to exist it also takes people for a
preacher to have someone to minister and serve. Consequently, I am designating
the month of April as Lay Appreciation Month across IN South. This will be a
time for the pastor and their leadership team to select one or more persons to give
recognition to for their faithful ministry in the local church. Here are some ideas:
· Have a time in the worship service where you recognize workers by giving
out a plaque(s).
·
Have a special Sunday “carry in’” lunch to honor the lay people and workers
Dr.MarkS.F.Eckart
in the church.
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· Select one lay person or couple by a drawing and send them on a getaway
weekend.
· Choose one lay person from your church and submit their name to my office as a candidate to be recognized at conference as the Lay Person of the Year. We will draw one name out of those submitted
in the selection process for this honor.
I have had the privilege in the last ten years to spend time with many of you lay people across the district. I have been to some of your homes, eaten many meals with you in fellowship settings, worked with
vice-chairmen in getting pastors, and I am convinced we have some of the best Christians attending our
churches here in the IN South Wesleyan District. Paul gave great advice when he said in Galatians 6:10,
“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of
faith.”

The Blessings of a Mother’s Love
By Robert Moment - Christian Living for Today
God bless you, Dear Mothers of the world! Whether you have given birth or have assumed the role of
mother in some other way, know that you are loved and honored for everything you have done and continue to do in our lives by nurturing, loving and caring for your children and all of God’s children.
Sometimes it may be difficult to believe that you are so exalted. Your children may take you for
granted, society values your achievements in the workforce more than what you do at home, and even
your husband may neglect to thank you. But God never forgets! He knows that you love unconditionally,
encourage against all odds, believe in your children when no one else does. The Lord sees that you support us, listen to us, pray for us.
You shape us, correct us, and lead us in the right paths. In fact, you are the closest thing there is to
Jesus’ pure love on earth! No one else sacrifices as much, or as willingly, as a Mother does for her child.
She will go to the ends of the earth, fight the powers of this world, and willingly die for her child. She is a
living example of Jesus’ sacrificial love every day.
Continued on page 2

Think of Mary, the Mother of
God. She knew her son would
sacrifice Himself for the world,
yet she did not try to stop Him.
Instead, she sat at the foot of the
cross when He was crucified,
mourning His suffering, yet
never leaving Him. Mothers will
stand by their children to the
end, even when they know they
cannot change the ending. Why?
Because the love of a Mother,
like the love of God, is infinite in
its depth and passion. In fact,
Jesus loved His earthly mother
so much that He told His disciples to look out for her after He
was gone:
“Near the cross of Jesus stood
His mother, his mother’s sister,
Mary the wife of Clopas, and
Mary Magdalene. When Jesus

saw His mother there, and the
disciple whom He loved standing nearby, he said to His
mother, “Dear woman, here is
your son,” and to the disciple,
“Here is your mother” — John
19:25-27.
In most families, Mothers are
the “keeper of the gates.” They
give us our religious instruction
and guide us on the path to God.
Mothers teach us to say our bedtime prayers when we are little
children. They take us to church
each Sunday and show us by
their example how to lead Christian lives. Perhaps Mothers do
this because they are uniquely
qualified to understand the nature of God’s sacrificial love.
They live that kind of love each
and every day—sacrificing their

own lives for their children in
countless ways.
God is all-powerful and perfect in His wisdom—and He determined that life should be
created out of women. Without
Mothers, life could not go on. He
knew before the beginning of
time that no one was better
suited to the role than women,
with their tender hearts and
strong souls. Think of the powerful force your mother has been
in your own life, and thank the
Lord for Mothers!
For those who are Mothers,
we give our thanks knowing
there is no expiration date on
your jobs. Words can’t express
how much we love and honor
you. May God continue to bless
you as you have blessed us!

Upcoming Events:
Jesus Film Offering
May 5, 2013
Make checks payable to:
Global Partners
MAKE SURE YOU PUT THE
FOLLOWING ON THE
MEMO LINE:
# WM06-0695 - Jesus Film Philippines
Mail to: Global Partners,
P.O. Box 50434, Indianapolis, IN 46250

May Seminar
May 6-10, 2013
At the Orleans Campground
Rev. Charles Stroud will
teach:
Philosophy/Ethics - C31 Monday - Wednesday
Wesleyan History/Discipline
- C35 - Wednesday - Friday
Rev. Joey Nelson will teach:
Introduction to Theology C05 - Monday - Wednesday
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Global & Intercultural
Ministries - C29
Wednesday - Friday

District Conference
June 4, 2013
Orleans Campground

Dr. Mark Eckart will teach:
Christian Education - C23 Monday - Wednesday
Pastoral Counseling - C44 Wednesday - Friday
For more information,
contact Rev. Glenn D. Black
at 812-591-0848, 812-560-3659
or glennblack@frontier.com.

Registration begins at 7:30
a.m. (EDT) with Conference
convening at 8:30 a.m. (EDT)

Kid’s Bible Retreat June 11-14, 2013
For more information,
contact Pastor Mike Linville
at 317-697-5116

Spiritual Impact - June
17-21, 2013
For more information,
contact Pastor Joe Gormong
at 812-299-9195 or
joegormong@gmail.com

Wesleyan Women Conference - June 8, 2013
For more information,
contact Mrs. Sharla Somers
at 812-593-4540 or
sharla47240@gmail.com
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Family Camp
July 28 - August 4, 2013
EVANGELISTS:
Dr. Earle Wilson
Rev. George Holley
SINGERS:
Larry & Tamla Leckrone

CONDOLENCES
Please pray for the following families in the loss
of their loved ones:
Mr. John J. Krick - April 22, 1924 - March 5,
2013 - Mrs. Connie Linville & Mrs. Linda Blair’s
father
Mr. William G. Douglas - July 6, 1931 - Feb. 15,
2013 - Mrs. Martha Sparks’ father
Mrs. Dora Mae Rawley - April 1, 1924 - Jan. 10,
2013 - Her husband, Rev. Ross Rawley was a former pastor on our district.
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We had our second “Super
Sunday” event last night at
Greensburg Wesleyan. There
were 12 pastors that attended and
we had a total of 106 for the session. Dr. Tim Roehl as always did
a great job of challenging all of us
in reaching the lost and turning
our local churches into a mission
field by connecting to those who
h a v e n o t h e a r d t h e Go s p e l .
Thanks to Pastor Doug Preston
and his church for hosting the
event and Pastor Jason Baker and
his praise team for leading us in
worship. PICTURE BELOW:

AT RIGHT: Here is a gift that Deb and I took
over for Pastor Dan & Nancy Gormong representing the district. He has been the senior pastor at
Terre Haute Faith for nearly 14 years. They have
done a great job, and since he has served at this
church, the church has given $1,269,009.00 to
Global Partners. This is amazing in that God has
helped them have such an impact not only in the
Terre Haute area but also in worldwide evange-
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lism through the missionary outreach of The
Wesleyan Church.
Pastor Ray Austin will become the new senior
minister as of May 1st this year. Please keep him
and his wife Pam in your prayers as they take this
new assignment.

AT LEFT: At the “Super Sunday”
this past Sunday night the people
gave with a gracious spirit. We took
an offering for the new restart at
Hope, IN. For the last couple of years,
Pastor Barry Goodman, his wife
Darla, and their daughter Brittany
have done a great job. They have overseen the renovation of the parsonage
which is now a beautiful home, tore
down the old church and fellowship hall, and have had as high as 78 people in the community building
where they have been meeting. This money that was given will go to help them build their new building.
The offering, including a gift from a family in the community, totaled $1,740.00.
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